
• You will be paid while you train.
• You will be working in a law firm.
• You will be a student of Manchester 

Metropolitan University, with world-
class facilities at your disposal.

• You will be eligible for an NUS card.

AN EXCITING NEW 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
EMBARK UPON A 
CAREER IN LAW
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The reality of the modern legal world is that law firms need to employ more 
paralegals and we believe this should create opportunities for students who 
might not otherwise consider the law as an option.

There are many law graduates unable to secure training contracts and this 
is creating a situation where students are incurring significant tuition fees 
with little prospect of securing a position. These graduates often take roles 
as paralegals in the hope that they will eventually win a training contract and 
become a solicitor.  They are too highly skilled for such a role. 

With Employer Ownership of Skills, a group of law firms, of varying sizes and 
different disciplines, will work together with education providers, to create 
opportunities for students leaving school at 18, to access work and education 
jointly to become paralegals.  This is likely to mean that students will join a 
firm and spend time practically learning the skills required to be a paralegal 
whilst also undertaking a course leading to a paralegal qualification and it will 
be funded by monies being made available to meet skills gaps.

There will always be the need for qualified solicitors who should be able to 
assume roles suitable to their skills. Well managed businesses thrive from 
having clarity of roles and having the right people in the right roles. These 
changes will help enable this, creating jobs and adding value to clients and 
law firms alike.

- The Legal ESG is chaired by Emma Holt,   
   Managing Partner at Pannone.

Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce
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GCSEs:
Intermediate Level 2
Legal Services Apprenticeship

A-Levels:
Advanced Level 3 
Legal Services Apprenticeship

2nd Year University:
Higher Level 5
Legal Services Apprenticeship

1st Year University:
Higher Level 4
Legal Services Apprenticeship

LLB (Hons) Qualifying
Law Degree
Higher Level 6
Legal Services Apprenticeship

Legal Practice Course
Higher Level 7
Legal Services Apprenticeship

LEGAL SERVICES APPRENTICESHIP 
CAREER PATHWAY

Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce


